
Welcome to 6th Grade Language Arts 
Mrs. Milbourn and Mrs. Wegner’s Class 

Room 108 
 

Contact Information 

Mrs. Milbourn 
→ Email: milbournk@fortschools.org 
→ Phone: (920) 563-7833 ext. 7108 
 
Mrs. Wegner 
→ Email: wegnerh@fortschools.org 
→ Phone: (920) 563-7833 ext. 7114 

 
What Are We Going to Learn? 
Language Arts is divided into two workshops: 
Reading Workshop  and Writing Workshop 
 
In Reading Workshop, we will: 

● Read a variety of narrative, informative, and argumentative texts. 
● Read texts as a whole class, participate in LDGs, and read self-selected independent books. 
● Write about our reading in our digital Thoughtful Logs. 
● Take part in various discussions: full group, small group, and online discussions. 
● Build our vocabulary. 
● Practice skills such as making inferences, flagging texts, and reading more complex tasks. 

 
In Writing Workshop, we will: 

● Write a variety of narrative, informative, and argumentative pieces. 
● Practice our writing skills by viewing writing as a process. 
● Work on prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing our work. 
● Share our writing with small groups and the full class. 
● Develop our language skills (punctuation, capitalization, grammar, sentence fluency, etc). 

 
Grading policy 

● Our grading policy follows the guidelines regarding homework found in the student handbook inside your 
assignment notebook. 

○ Red stamps in an assignment notebook to indicate any missing work. 
○ Blue stamps will replace them when the student has completed the assignment and a parent/guardian initials the red 

stamp. 
● Students will be assessed formally and informally through assignments, tests, conversations, and observations. 

Assignments will typically be assessed using a rubric like the one attached--the focus of each rubric will be to 
assess a standard or set of skills. 

● Students are not offered extra credit. 
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● Students are not allowed redos. Students may revise larger writing pieces if they are unsatisfied with their grade; 
however, they must revise and edit the assignment on their own time--no further class time will be used. 

 
Communication 

● If there are any questions or concerns throughout the year, please do not hesitate to call or email using the contact 
information above.  

● If your student needs extra help, has questions, or needs access to Chromebooks outside of class time, they can 
set up a time before or after school to come in.  

 
Classroom Expectations: 
In all classes, students are expected to follow the FAMS Universal Expectations. The chart below details how students can 
demonstrate these expectations in Language Arts class. 

  All Classroom 
Settings 

Classroom 
Materials 

During 
Instruction 

Independent 
Work 

Group Work  Work time / 
Assessments 

I will be 
RESPECTFUL 

Use appropriate 
language 
 
Use appropriate 
voice level 
 
Follow 
directions 
 
Use good 
manners 
 
Stay in your 
personal space 

Clean up after 
yourself 
 
Ask permission to 
use materials 
 
Use materials as 
intended 

Show SLANT 
 
Respect others’ 
right to learn 
 
Raise hand to 
speak and share 
 
Positive 
participation 

Work quietly 
 
Be respectful to 
those around 
you 
 
Be silent during 
quiet reading time 
(voice level 0) 

Respect others’ 
opinions 
 
Maintain a 
positive attitude 
 
Practice 
Purposeful Talk 

Follow teacher 
expectations 
 
Respect quiet 
work time (voice 
level 0-1 
depending on 
the activity) 

I will be 
RESPONSIBLE 

Be on time 
 
Be prepared 
 
Follow directions 
 
Use time wisely 
 
Keep areas clean 
and litter free 
 
Take action to 
correct mistakes 

Bring all 
materials 
needed to class 
 
Report damaged 
materials 
 
Handle 
Chromebooks 
with care 

Work and 
participate to the 
best of your 
ability 
 
Stay on task 
during instruction 
 
Ask questions 
when needed 

Complete work to 
the best of your 
ability 
 
Ask questions 
when needed 

Do your part to 
the best of your 
ability 
 
Be productive 
and stay on task 

Complete your 
work by the due 
date 
 
Be productive and 
stay on task 
 
Complete work to 
the best of your 
ability 

I will be SAFE  Immediately 
report dangerous 
situations 
 
Remain in 
designated areas 
 
Keep hands/feet 
to self 
Walk at all times 

Use materials 
with caution 
 
Ask for help with 
using unfamiliar 
materials 

Be in your 
assigned area 
during instruction 
 
Respect 
personal space 

Follow teacher 
directions 
 
Keep feet, hands, 
and objects to self 

Use appropriate 
volume level 
(voice level 1) 
 
Follow directions 
 
Stay in assigned 
space 

Use materials as 
intended during 
work time 
 
Keep hands, feet, 
and objects to self 



Enter/exit 
classroom in a 
timely fashion 

 
 
How Can We Be Successful in Middle School? 
Transitioning into middle school can be tricky. Here are some helpful tips for students and parents/guardians to make the 
first year at FAMS a great one! 

● Bring your assignment notebook to every class, and bring it home every night. 
● Ask questions and ask for help when you need it. 
● Use class time and quiet workdays in homeroom wisely-don’t forget about your homework. 
● Stay organized. 
● Follow all directions given by teachers, administrators, and supervisors. 
● Get involved in a club or extracurricular activity. 
● Meet someone new! 
● Keep a positive attitude! 

 
 

Curriculum Information 
 
Comprehensive Literacy Model (CLM) 
The School District of Fort Atkinson adopted the Comprehensive Literacy Model in grades K-8 to implement high-quality, 
research-based instructional frameworks to facilitate authentic reading and writing instruction and assessment.  The primary goal of the 
model is to comprehensively and seamlessly integrate reading and writing instruction by using mentor texts and explicit mini-lessons to 
guide teaching and learning.  Whole-group instruction is facilitated through a mini-lesson framework utilizing modeling, guided practice 
and independent practice to provide students with many opportunities for success. Small-group instruction is facilitated through the 
implementation of literature discussion groups providing students with the opportunity to engage in a wide-range of collaborative 
discussions.  Each classroom has an extensive classroom library with rich, diverse literature across multiple genres giving students 
access to quality texts while allowing choice for independent reading. All middle school teachers are supported in their literacy 
instruction through collaborating with a literacy coach who provides professional development. 
 
 
 
Literacy Curriculum - Units of Study (UOS) 
In order to purposefully and strategically facilitate the integration of reading and writing, the School District of Fort Atkinson implements 
literacy curriculum through a research-based framework utilizing a unit of study approach aligned to the rigor and grade-level 
expectations as defined by the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts in Reading Literature, Reading Informational 
Text, Writing, Speaking and Listening, and Language. http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/  
 
This means that each grade level will be structuring reading and writing each quarter around a common, real-world theme to provide a 
common context for learning grounded in the exploration of unit essential questions driven by inquiry to acquire deeper meaning and 
understanding of content and literacy skills.  Within each unit of study, students will read both fiction and nonfiction grade-level texts, 
and produce narrative, informative, and argumentative writing pieces in various digital formats.  
 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/


UOS  
Themes 

Quarter 1 
Sense of Self 

Quarter 2 
Relationships 

Quarter 3 
Interdependence 

Quarter 4 
Inspiration 

Grade 6  Empowerment  Connections  Discovery  Triumph 

Grade 7  Identity  Loyalty  Conservation / Preservation  Perseverance 

Grade 8  Resiliency  Alliances  Modernization  Perspective 

 
English Language Arts Department Grading Scale 

9.5 - 10 (A) 
 9.0 (A-) 

Advanced 

8.5 (B)  or  8 (B-) 
Proficient 

Understanding 

7.5 (C) or 7 (C-) 
Basic Understanding 

6.5 (D) or 6 (D-) 
Minimal 

Understanding 

5 (F) 
No Understanding / 

No Evidence 

9 - 10: Student 
demonstrates advanced 
understanding and 
completes all aspects of 
the assignment 
submitting work that 
exceeds course 
expectations. 

8 to 8.5: Student 
demonstrates proficient 
understanding all 
aspects of the 
assignment and submits 
work that meets course 
expectations. 

7 to 7.5: Student 
demonstrates basic 
understanding of some 
aspects of the 
assignment and submits 
work that partially meets 
course expectations. 

6 to 6.5: Student 
demonstrates minimal 
understanding of all or 
almost all aspects of 
the assignment and 
submits work that 
meets minimal course 
expectations. 
 

5: Student presented 
no evidence to assess 
understanding OR the 
assignment was not 
turned in. 
  
An ‘NHI’ in 
PowerSchool stands 
for Not Handed In 

 


